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Ofice of Airline Information, K-25
Bureau of Transportation Statistics
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Washi ngton, D.C. 20590

Re:  Passenger Oigin-Destination Survey Reports,
(Code- Sharins), Docket OST-95-744

Dear M. Calloway:

Anerican Airlines, Inc. hereby commrents on the
Departments's COctober 23, 1995 Notice of Proposed Rulenaking
pertaining to Passenger Oigin-Destination Survey Reports (60
Fed. Reg. 54407).

Anerican fully supports the Departnment's efforts to
gather nore accurate data on the conpetitive effects of
International code-sharing on US. carriers. W have |ong
advocated identification of code-share marketing and operating
carriers to the Departnent and to passengers.

Regrettably, we believe that the proposed January 1,
1996 inplenentation date for conversion to the expanded report-
ing format is unrealistic. The changes in data record struc-
ture and in reporting methodol ogy required by the Departnent's
Accounting and Reporting Directive No. 194 w Il require sub-
stantial programmng nodifications to Anerican's revenue
accounting and traffic reporting systens.

Wthout a nore detail ed proposal addressing the nany
technical issues raised by this directive, we cannot commt to
a firminplenentation date. However, if the Departnent, in
consultation wth the industry, can resolve these concerns, we
bel i eve that conversion for the reporting period begi nning
April 1, 1996 woul d be feasible.

Anong areas where clarification is needed is in the
survey reporting rules. W believe that the existing reporting
rules, which require the first U S carrier of a sanpled
itinerary to report the entire itinerary, may be anbiguous in a
code-sharing environnent. Data may not be accurately captured
because of difficulty identifying when a carrier should report.
For exanple, valuable information could be |ost if single-
ticket flights ticketed by a U S. carrier but operated by a



foreign carrier go unreported because the operating foreign
carrier is not required to report survey data. Aso, in inter-
line itineraries involving code-sharing, where the first US
carrier is not a party to a code-share later in the itinerary,
the carrier reporting would have no reliable nethod of correct-
l'y identifying the operating carriers of code-share connecting
segment s.

W have convened an internal conmmttee of technical
experts to prepare substantive conments and suggestions for
clarification of the proposed rule. W request that we be
al |l owed the opportunity to submt supplenentary detail ed
comments on or before Decenber 8, 1995.

Respectful ly submtted,

Zedort A. Brrthon

Robert A. Britton

Managi ng Director

Industry, Interline and Regul atory
Affairs

American Airlines, Inc.

P.O Box 619616, MD 5635

DFW Airport, Texas 75261
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Robert E. Cohn

Shaw, Pittman, Potts &
Trowbri dge

2300 N Street, N W

Washington, D.C. 20037

Joel Stephen Burton

G nsburg, Feldman & Bress,
Chartered

1250 Connecticut Ave., N W

Suite 700

Washington, D.C. 20036

Frank Cotter

Assi stant General Counsel
Usair, | nc.

2345 Crystal Drive

8th Fl oor

Arlington, VA 22227

Marshal | S. Sinick

Squire, Sanders & Derrpse%
1201 Pennsylvania Ave., N W
Suite 400

Washington, D.C. 20004

Megan Rae Pol dy

Associ ate General Counsel
Nort hwest Airlines, Inc.
901 15th Street, N W
Suite 310

Washi ngton, D.C. 20005

Richard D. WMathias

Zuckert, Scoutt & Rasen-
berger, L.L.P.

888 1/th Street, NW

Washi ngton, D.C. 20006

R Bruce Keiner

Crowel | & Moring

1001 Pennsylvania Ave., N W
Washington, D.C. 20004

Richard J. Fahy, Jr.
1800 Di agonal Road
Suite 600

Al exandria, VA 22314



